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As you may know, the Brawley Elementary School District (BESD)

plans to build a very much needed new middle school.  To this end,

BESD purchased a twenty acre property located at the southwest

corner of Malan Street and Cesar Chavez Street in Brawley.  To

finance the middle school project, the District proposed a General

Obligation Bond (Measure M), which was approved by voters on

November 8, 2016.   The District also submitted an application to

the Office of Public School Construction (OPSC) for State funding,

and we are currently waiting for approval of these funds.

Additionally, the District  plans to use developer fees it has

collected from new residential and commercial construction to

assist with the financing of the new school.  In short, the District is

waiting for its share of new construction funds from the state of

California  to start building the new school.  With respect to

General Obligation Bond (Measure M) proceeds, the District can

only use the 14 million dollars to construct the new school.  No

Measure M dollars can be used to pay salaries or purchase

supplies and/or materials unrelated to the new school.  If any

District taxpayer has any questions or concerns, please contact my

office at (760) 344-2330, extension 1096.

 

-Jaime Silva, Superintendent

UPDATE ON NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL

ELECTRIC BUSES

BESD received three new electric buses, all of them free of

charge!  The free funding to purchase the new buses was made

possible by the North Coast Unified Air Quality Management

District, California Climate Investment, and California Air Resource

Board.   Each of the three electric school buses had a cost of

$400,000 and an additional $5,000 was also awarded for

charging stations.   Two of the school buses can transport forty-

seven (47) passengers and one of the buses is equipped to

transport  special education students.  Because the third bus is

equipped with a wheelchair lift, it can only transport  forty-two

(42) students.  Thanks to Maintenance, Operations, and

Transportation (MOT) Manager Freddy Cornejo, the District now

added three new buses to its bus fleet.  The funding of these

buses is part of California Climate Investments, a statewide

program that puts billions of dollars to work reducing greenhouse

gas emissions, strengthening the economy and improving public

health and the environment.  Great news for the community of

Brawley and BESD!


